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The historical and contemporary church should be viewed through three lenses: 
(See page 123, Absolutes and Non-absolutes) 
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This illustration is based on work by Gene Getz as seen in Sharpening the Focus of the Church, ©1974, Moody Press.
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God’s Plan for His Church Unfolds

Lesson 1 • Expanding Churches: Jerusalem
Step 1: �Observe–What is written in the Bible?

Read the first division in the book of Acts (1–6:7). List in the chart below the keys that  
were useful in establishing and expanding the church in Jerusalem.

Step 2: �Respond–What are your insights?
Contrast the keys you see in Acts with today’s church using the chart below.

Step 3: �Discuss–What are our shared insights?
How can you use the keys you see in Acts to establish and expand today’s church?

Step 1:
List the keys that were useful in 

expanding the early church

Step 2: 
Contrast these keys  
with today’s church

Step 3:
How can you use these keys to  

establish and expand today’s church?
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God’s Plan for His Church Unfolds

Lesson 2 • Expanding Churches: Judea and Samaria
Step 1: �Observe–What is written in the Bible?

Read the second division in the book of Acts (6:8–9:31) List in the chart below the keys that 
were useful in establishing and expanding the church in Judea and Samaria.

Step 2: �Respond–What are your insights?
Contrast the keys you see in Acts with today’s church using the chart below.

Step 3: �Discuss–What are our shared insights?
How can you use the keys you see in Acts to establish and expand today’s church?

Step 1:
List the keys that were useful in 

expanding the early church

Step 2: 
Contrast these keys  
with today’s church

Step 3:
How can you use these keys to  

establish and expand today’s church?
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God’s Plan for His Church Unfolds

Lesson 3 • Expanding Churches: Antioch
Step 1: �Observe–What is written in the Bible?

Read the third division in the book of Acts (9:32–12:24) List in the chart below the keys that 
were useful in establishing and expanding the church in Antioch.

Step 2: �Respond–What are your insights?
Contrast the keys you see in Acts with today’s church using the chart below.

Step 3: �Discuss–What are our shared insights?
How can you use the keys you see in Acts to establish and expand today’s church?

Step 1:
List the keys that were useful in 

expanding the early church

Step 2: 
Contrast these keys  
with today’s church

Step 3:
How can you use these keys to  

establish and expand today’s church?
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God’s Plan for His Church Unfolds

Lesson 4 • Expanding Churches: Asia Minor
Step 1: �Observe–What is written in the Bible?

Read the fourth division in the book of Acts (12:25–16:5) List in the chart below the keys 
that were useful in establishing and expanding the church in Asia Minor.

Step 2: �Respond–What are your insights?
Contrast the keys you see in Acts with today’s church using the chart below.

Step 3: �Discuss–What are our shared insights?
How can you use the keys you see in Acts to establish and expand today’s church?

Step 1:
List the keys that were useful in 

expanding the early church

Step 2: 
Contrast these keys  
with today’s church

Step 3:
How can you use these keys to  

establish and expand today’s church?
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God’s Plan for His Church Unfolds

Lesson 5 • Expanding Churches: Aegean Area
Step 1: �Observe–What is written in the Bible?

Read the fifth division in the book of Acts (16:6–19:20) List in the chart below the keys that 
were useful in establishing and expanding the church in the Aegean area.

Step 2: �Respond–What are your insights?
Contrast the keys you see in Acts with today’s church using the chart below.

Step 3: �Discuss–What are our shared insights?
How can you use the keys you see in Acts to establish and expand today’s church?

Step 1:
List the keys that were useful in 

expanding the early church

Step 2: 
Contrast these keys  
with today’s church

Step 3:
How can you use these keys to  

establish and expand today’s church?
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God’s Plan for His Church Unfolds

Lesson 6 • Expanding Churches: Roman Empire
Step 1: �Observe–What is written in the Bible?

Read the sixth division in the book of Acts (19:21–28:20) List in the chart below the keys 
that were useful in establishing and expanding the church.

Step 2: �Respond–What are your insights?
Contrast the keys you see in Acts with today’s church using the chart below.

Step 3: �Discuss–What are our shared insights?
How can you use the keys you see in Acts to establish and expand today’s church?

Step 1:
List the keys that were useful in 

expanding the early church

Step 2: 
Contrast these keys  
with today’s church

Step 3:
How can you use these keys to  

establish and expand today’s church?
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God’s Plan for His Church Unfolds

Project A • Key Principles from the Churches in Acts
Step 1: �Observe–What is written in the Bible?

List the timeless and supra-cultural key principles that remain consistent throughout the book  
of Acts. (See page 123, Absolutes and Non-absolutes)

Step 2: �Respond–What are your insights?
Contrast and compare this list of timeless and supra-cultural key principles with today’s church.

Step 3: �Discuss–What are our shared insights?
How can you use these keys to establish and expand today’s church?

Step 1:
List the consistent key principles 

from the book of Acts

Step 2: 
Contrast these keys  
with today’s church

Step 3:
How can you use these keys to  

establish and expand today’s church?
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Step 4: Process–Delineate Key Concepts
Divide your list of key principles from the previous chart into the following categories.

My Responsibility Work of the Holy Spirit




